
Snow Day Assignment #1- ELA and Social Studies 
 
Part 1:  
Choose a state in the United States that you 
would like to visit. Use the following link to 
research that state.  
http://bit.ly/statefactsweb 
 
 
 
 
 
Part 2:  
Write a descriptive paragraph on a piece of loose leaf paper about the places you would 
visit on a field trip to that state. Follow the guidelines below: 
 

• Must be at least ten sentences 
• Use sensory details (sight, sound, smell, touch, taste)  
• Include at least five facts that you researched  

 
Social Studies Grade: You will be graded on the facts that you researched about the 
state (at least 5)  
 
 
ELA Grade: You will be graded on the following rubric…  
Category  1 2 3 4 
Content The main idea 

is not clear. 
There is a 
slight attempt 
at support. 
 

Main idea is 
somewhat 
clear but, there 
is a need for 
more 
supporting 
information. 
 

Main idea is 
clear but not 
focused. Idea 
is supported by 
details. 
 

There is one 
clear, well-
focused topic. 
Main idea 
stands out and 
is supported by 
many specific 
details. 

Organization The transitions 
between ideas 
are unclear or 
nonexistent. 

Some 
transitions 
work well; but 
connections 
between other 
ideas are 
fuzzy. Spatial 
order transition 
words/phrases 
are not always 
evident. 

Paragraph is 
organized, 
events 
somewhat 
jump around. 
Some spatial 
order transition 
words/phrases 
used. 
 

Paragraph has 
good 
organization. 
Correct spatial 
order 
transitions 
words are 
used. 
 



Word Choice  Writer used 
limited 
vocabulary that 
does not 
communicate 
strongly or 
capture the 
reader’s 
interest. 
Figurative 
language is not 
present. 

Writer uses 
words that 
communicate 
clearly, but the 
writing lacks 
variety and is 
not specific. 
Figurative 
language is 
attempted. 
 

Writer uses 
vivid words 
and phrases 
that linger or 
draw pictures 
in the reader’s 
mind. Some 
words used are 
vague and not 
specific. Some 
figurative 
language is 
used. 
 

Writer uses 
vivid words 
and phrases 
that linger or 
draw pictures 
in the reader’s 
mind. Fact 
words are used 
instead of 
opinions. 
Figurative 
language is 
well used and 
balanced. 

Flow and 
Rhythm 

The sentences 
are difficult to 
read aloud 
because they 
sound 
awkward, are 
distractingly 
repetitive, or 
difficult to 
understand. 

Most 
sentences 
sound natural 
and are easy-
on-the-ear 
when read 
aloud, but 
several are stiff 
and awkward 
or are difficult 
to understand. 

Almost all 
sentences 
sound natural 
and are easy-
on-the-ear 
when read 
aloud, but 1 or 
2 are stiff and 
awkward or 
difficult to 
understand. 

 
All sentences 
sound natural 
and are on 
easy-on-the-
ear when read 
aloud. Each 
sentence is 
clear and has 
an obvious 
emphasis. 

Conventions  Writer makes 
more than 4 
errors in 
spelling or 
grammar. 

Writer makes 
more than 3-4 
errors in 
spelling or 
grammar. 
 

Writer makes 
more than 1-2 
errors in 
spelling or 
grammar. 
 

Writer makes 
no errors in 
spelling or 
grammar. 
 

 


